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TO AMEMBASSY ROME 
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FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: FAO 

SUBJECT: GENEVA GROUP CONSULTATION WITH FAO DIRECTOR- 
GENERAL ON DEVELOPMENT OF 1978/79 BUDGET 

REE: ROME 2635 

1 . WE COULD ACCEPT COUNTRIES LISTED PARA 2 REFTEL BEING 
INCLUDED IN DG BRIEEING OE GG COUNTRIES ON 1978/79 BUDGET 
BUT IN WEO OR SIMILAR CONTEXT RATHER THAN GG CONTEXT IE 
THIS APPEARS NECESSARY IN ORDER MEET IMPORTANT NEEDS OF 
DG. OUR PREFERENCE, HOWEVER, WOULD BE FOR DG TO BRIEF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL MEMBER GOVERNMENTS IN SINGLE 
SESSION. HOPEFULLY, SELECTIVE GROUPS, I.E., THE GG, 

WOULD STILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR LESS FORMAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH DG OR HIS REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD THEY SO 
REQUEST. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 039660 


2. IN OUR VIEW, MEETINGS OF TYPE ENVISAGED IN REFTEL 
SOLIDIFY "BLOC" APPROACH WHICH IN TECHNICAL-AGRICULTURAL 
BODY IS PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE. 

3. GG IS FAIRLY LIMITED BODY WITH DEFINED FUNCTIONS, AS 
NOTED REFTEL, AND NOT A NEGOTIATING BLOC OF NATIONS. 
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